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VAUD CANTONS POSITION

• Backlog in maintenance and development of western 

Switzerlands railway infrastructure.

• „Rail 2000“ node strategy still not reached in 

Lausanne, western Switzerlands railway heart

➢ Imperfect 15/45 node with the 2025 timetable

➢ Lausanne – Berne still 68’ in the year 2045 ?

► Developing a cantonal strategy
► Coordinate with other cantons in respect to the 

next rail expansion step

Findings
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https://www.vd.ch/train2050

https://www.vd.ch/train2050
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KENNZAHLEN / KEY FIGURES

CLIMATE NEUTRALITY 

UNTIL 2050

COMPARISON OF GREENHOUSE 

GAS EMISSIONS

RAILWAY TRANSPORT MODAL SPLIT

DEMOGRAPHIC DEVELOPMENT DEEVLOPMENT OF MOBILITY NEEDS

EXPECTED IMPACT ON PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT MODAL SPLIT 

UNTIL 2050

INFRASCTRUCTURE 

CAPACITY



CHALLENGES TO THE STRATEGY 4

CENTRAL POSITION OF 
VAUDS RAILWAY 
NETWORK

TERRITORIAL COHESION CLIMATE ISSUE NETWORK AT CAPACITY 
LIMITS



DESIRED GOALS AND
STRATEGIC DIRECTION
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Developing an efficient transport system, coordinated 
with regional development and respectful of the 
environment

Ensuring attractive mobility throughout the canton

Strengthening the role of the Vaud network at the 
heart of rail in French-speaking Switzerland and 
reinforcing national and international links

Massively increase the use of sustainable mobility to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions

Strategic direction 1 The strategy focuses on the regional 
offer of the passenger traffic where planning, control and 
financing are the responsibility of the Canton, in 
conjunction with the Confederation.

Strategic direction 2 The strategy covers "long-distance" 
services which the Canton of Vaud is not ordering. It is 
both a source of proposals and a stakeholder in 
discussions with neighbouring cantons, the 
Confederation and neighbouring countries.

Strategic direction 3 The strategy focuses on the 
following areas of the railway environment on which the 
Canton has a dominant influence without being 
ultimately responsible for it.
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ACTION PLAN
2 EXAMPLES

Strategic direction 1–C : 

New tangential connections:

▪ SBB network : Bussigny bypass

Strategic direction 1–D : 

High-capacity connections between the regional centres:

▪ Secondary network: New branch line for the 

Lausanne – Echallens – Bercher (LEB) line

The critical capacity 

constraints need to 

be fixed a lot faster.
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THE BUSSIGNY BYPASS
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Untangling the traffic 

flows LS-GE, LS-BI 

et GE-BI (bypass)
LS = Lausanne, BI = Biel, GE = Geneva



THE BUSSIGNY BYPASS
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This project allows for a capacity increase:

• Freight traffic (Pied-Du-Jura / Jura mountain base 

line)

• Offer a 30’ frequency for IC trains via bypass 

(Biel/Bienne – Geneva Airport) 

• Tangential regional express service every 30’ 

between Allaman and Cossonay-Penthalaz

Double track Morges – 

Bussigny – Vufflens-la-

Ville



NEW BRANCH LINE FOR THE LINE
LAUSANNE – ECHALLENS – BERCHER (LEB)
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Passenger numbers 

2050 demand 5’ 

frequency on the 

historic line

Proposition to 

distribute the flow 

between the network 

nodes Lausanne and 

Renens (universities)



NEW BRANCH LINE FOR THE LINE
LAUSANNE – ECHALLENS – BERCHER (LEB)
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Opportunity for new 

agglomeration services 

in a dense environment 

(living and working)

Connection Cheseaux – 

Renens faster than 

Cheseaux – Flon (m2)



THANK YOU

FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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